FAKE SanDisk Ultra Compact Flash Cards Exposed


How to identify counterfeit SanDisk Ultra II Compact Flash Cards

Clue #1 Front view

1. Genuine has 4 round metal corners inside the black plastic housing. Fake has 2 sharper top corners and 2 rounder bottom corners. Some fakes have the front label as upside down.

2. Genuine has thick black plastic housing at bottom edge and are in consistent with side edges as well. Fake is way too thin at bottom edge and thicker at side edges, resulting in overall larger internal metal surface area. Another fake variant has non-straight metal edge on the left and right hand side of the card as shown.

3. Genuine has shinny aluminum surface with brushed horizontal pattern. Fake has matt/dull stainless-steel surface with no pattern.

4. For 4.0GB card, genuine has a wider font face on the '4' digit. Fake is bolder.

5. Genuine uses print ready/control vector art technique to print the label. Fake uses inferior hi-res bitmap to copy the genuine label, so zoom in a bit to see the printing flaw.
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Clue #2 Back view

1. Genuine has 4 round metal corners inside the black plastic housing. Fake has 2 sharp top corners and 2 round bottom corners. Some fakes have the back label as upside down.

2. Genuine has thick black plastic housing at bottom edge and are in consistent with side edges as well. Fake is way too thin at bottom edge and thicker at side edges, resulting in overall larger internal metal surface area. Another fake variant has non-straight metal edge on the left and right hand side of the card.

3. Genuine has shinny aluminum surface with brushed horizontal pattern. Fake has matt/dull stainless-steel surface with no pattern.

4. On the white label, genuine 4GB card has additional instructions to operate the card as 2GB Fat16 modes or 4GB Fat32 mode and a hardware switch which is not found on 2GB card. Fake uses the same 2GB white label for all 2GB/4GB/8GB cards with no hardware switch on 4GB card.

5. On the white label, older fake has extra 'TM' word appearing on top right hand corner of the 'CF' logo, product code incorrectly labelled as 'SDCFB', different font face on the '03 SanDisk' and  'CF' logo.
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Clue #3 Bottom/Side Edge view

1. Genuine has one line of white color production batch/serial number 'BE06xxxxx MADE IN CHINA' on the bottom edge or 2 lines of 'BE06xxxxx' & 'CHINA' on the side edge. Older fake usually has none or has other different pattern of characters like: 'ASS0606DG',  'ASS0607DH', '650712198 8DC04G1MP2-2LC00 ASS'Y IN TAIWAN' and '2GH ... 0602'. Some are in yellow-green (non-white) color. If you see other variant patterns, they are also fakes.

2. Newer fakes are now being reported to have the 'legitimate' batch number like the genuine so this may no longer be a useful criteria.
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Clue #4 Clear Plastic Protective Clamshell

1. Genuine has 4 very rounded corners on its SanDisk clamshell. Fake has 4 sharper corners as depicted by the view below. If you compare the clamshells side-by-side, you will better notice which is a genuine SanDisk clamshell.
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Clue #5 Retail Packaging view

1. Genuine has all its printed wording properly set and allign. Fake has the red 'II' word out of allignment (it may sit lower or higher) with the rest of the 'Ultra' word. Some fake also have the 'R' trademark logo much smaller in size.

2. On the circular 'TICK' logo, genuine has 'LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY' wording. Fake has 'LIMITED' wording missing. 

3. On the '10MB/s 9MS/s' speed rating logo, genuine has thick white color band ring with 'LECTURE-LECTURA' below 'READ' and 'ECRITURE-ESCRITURA' above 'WRITE' enclosed inside the white band. The language is French and Spanish respectively. Fake usually has 'READ' in Chinese and 'WRITE' in Chinese characters and without the thick white color band ring and without these foreign language wordings. Beware of the sellers who have this part of the item picture consealed when selling. Both pictures below are from counterfeit packaging showing the Chinese characters.

4. If item comes in retail packaging, it may have the golden metallic 3D 'SanDisk holographic sticker' at the front of the retail box with unique serial number, as pictured. However newer fakes are now being reported to also have unique serial numbers so this is no longer a useful check.
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Clue #6 SanDisk counterfeit hotline

· SanDisk counterfeit Hotline & Contact
What to do if I have acquired a counterfeit item! Who is responsible?

· Selling counterfeit items deceiving as genuine is considered as FRAUD, not merely a simple mistake. It is seller's sole responsibility.

· Consumer protection laws are designed to protect all consumers, the gullible as well as the shrewd. The fact that a false statement may be obviously false to those who are trained and experienced does not change its character or take away its power to deceive others less experienced. Our consumer protection laws were enacted for the protection of the people, many who are trusting and naive about the wolves of the business world who come dressed in lambs' clothing. 

· Counterfeit items are NOT covered by genuine manufacturer's LIFETIME warranty.
· If your item is from high volume sellers, don't be left ALONE in the battle, kindly advise and encourage all buyers in same situation as you are to take action.

